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makes a crucial observation which often falls
by the wayside in our Memorial Day com-
memorations. Accordingly I invite my col-
leagues to consider this powerful message in
Memorial Days to come.

PATHETIC PATRIOTISM OR PROPHETIC
PATRIOTISM?

(Memorial Day Observance, Goshen, May 28,
2001, Rev. Virginia C. Hoch)

Today, we gather amid the pageantry, pa-
rades, and penants of national pride to recog-
nize and remember those persons who have
given their measures of devotion to pro-
tecting our national interests, the greatest
of which is the freedom to be, as a people
called American. Yet we do not honor them
nor commend ourselves if the sole patriotism
we portray is pathetic patriotism. We only
bring their and our sacrifices into full bloom
when the proper patriotism we put forth is
prophetic patriotism.

To be pathetic in our patriotism is to ex-
hibit only the pathos of war: those senti-
ments which long for the comradery of wars
of yesteryear, and which elevate the gore of
the battlefield to a level of misguided idol-
atry. While it may be understandable that
some may seek the regular companionship
and commemoration of only those of like
mind and experience, the pathos of living
only in past glories is to deny the truth of
that for which even they once fought: for the
people of our country, and indeed for the
people of all countries, to live in a just soci-
ety in the leisure of a lasting peace.

Rather, we are to work, pray, and long for
a prophetic patriotism: a vision of our nation
which accepts the wonderful achievements,
potentials, and diversities of the peoples of
America as a foundation for sharing our
blessings with those whose lives seem
unblessed by any Divine Being, and sharing
our strengths with those whose weaknesses
in governmental structure and in personal
living are so evident that they live on the
margins of existence. It is this kind of patri-
otism to which all of our celebrations ought
to point.

Two years ago, Mayor Matheus told of her
uncle’s struggles and triumphs in a war once
fought. Today, I’d like to tell you about my
first hero—my Dad.

My father was a decorated B–17 pilot in the
then US Army Air Corps, receiving the Air
Medal, the Theatre Medal, and the Distin-
guished Flying Cross. He was a lieutenant,
stationed with the 306th Bombardier Group
of the 8th Air Force in Thurleigh, England.
He flew 35 missions, returning one time with
69 shrapnel holes in his craft. His flight log
is replete with the stuff that makes the hair
stand on end: fact and feeling, fear and
humor. On one occasion, they dropped un-
used payloads into the English Channel,
straddling the bombay and shoving bombs
into the drink with their bare hands. On an-
other, Dad missed a mission due to a bad
sinus infection, and that day his crew was
shot down, and the person in his seat was
killed. But one story stands out in my mind
as the man who my father is, and it is a
prime example of prophetic patriotism. On
one of the missions, which averaged eight
hours in length, when his ‘‘Flying Fortress’’
reached altitude, he realized that the oxygen
was not working in the belly of the airship,
and thus half of his crew would not survive
the mission. Dad broke formation, returned
to base, and saved the lives of his crew. That
disobedience cost him his rank, his timely
return to the states, and his career in the Air
Corps. But it saved the lives of nine Amer-
ican military men. One of those men, the
only one besides my father who still sur-
vives, is Father Ken Ross, a former POW,
who is now a Catholic priest in East Chester,

NY. My Dad lived and lives to save lives, not
to destroy them. That is a brand of prophetic
patriotism that I commend, not because he
disobeyed an order, but because he used his
integrity to weigh the costs, and found that
he could only choose life for his crew over
his own ease and good fortune.

What you may not know is that I am also
a veteran. Prior to entering the ministry, I
served as a flight Nurse in the US Air Force
during the so-called Vietnam Conflict. And it
is from the perspective of the era that I
speak. For Memorial Day is about the sac-
rifices of men and women of all our nation’s
wars, starting with the Revolution. But
often, we remember only those associated
with wars that were popular with our coun-
try. Despite the fact that it took Congress
over fifty years to establish a WW II monu-
ment, the two World Wars were quite
uncontested in America, as people felt the
need to protect our growing democracy. As
the better parts of the newly-released film
‘‘Pearl Harbor’’ call to mind, or system of
governance was under attack, and there was
a sense of urgency among all people in our
country to protect and defend our land. But
then the picture got fuzzy. With Korea, we
were moving to a new concept: the defense of
other lands against a growing ideology with
which we did not agree—a frightening entity
called communism. By the time we entered
Viet Nam, our country was divided in its
self-image and its ideology. The pathos of
patriotism had faded, and the prophetic na-
ture of our national pride was still embry-
onic. Our women and men went to fight an
undeclared war for an undefined purpose.
And they returned, not to the hero’s wel-
come which could have helped to put their
gory memories into some sort of higher per-
spective, but to shame and hiding more met
as renegade felons than as revered fellows.
And thousands of our brothers, sisters, fa-
thers, mothers, sons, daughters, and friends
remained as dead fodder for distant turf—so
many undisclosed that MIA became a cause
and a banner for decades to come. For count-
less thousands of our Vietnam vets, death
upon a foreign shore would have been pref-
erable to the reality of life in a hovel of
memory and torment. The pathos of patriot-
ism had shown us its worst side, and we were
not enthused.

Since Nam we have seen the ‘‘sterile’’ wars
in Granada, the Persian Gulf, and Bosnia. We
have watched on TV as missiles travelled as
if they were blips on a video-game screen,
and we have not understood in our souls that
the ‘‘hits’’ were counted in human lives. We
still harbor a patriotism of pathos—that pa-
thetic allegiance which believes that if we
are there, then we belong, and all losses are
okay. ‘‘War is hell’’ declared Churchill, but
to many, war still has all the allure of a
video arcade to young boys on holiday.

I would challenge us on this day of memo-
rializing our war dead, to turn instead to pa-
triotism of prophetic witness. That patriot-
ism says not, ‘‘My country right or wrong,’’
but ‘‘my country—what can I do to make it
right?’’ It says not, ‘‘America’s values above
all else,’’ but ‘‘America’s values balanced by
the needs of the peoples of the whole world.’’
It says not, ‘‘Might makes right,’’ but
‘‘Might makes mercy a mandate.’’ To be pro-
phetically patriotic means to cherish the
values of our country, while at the same
time seeking to learn from others how their
values inform a free and life-giving society.
It means substituting wisdom for weapons,
choosing diplomacy over deployment, prefer-
ring peace over power.

Today we can choose either pathetic patri-
otism or prophetic patriotism. As for me and
my house, we choose to honor our heroes by
living prophetically patriotic lives, loving
America and listening to her voice as one

among many in the harmonic choir of a
world community. Do we therefore still
strive to learn about Bunker Hill, Gettys-
burg, Pearl Harbor, Nagasaki & Hiroshima,
Normandy, the 38th parallel, the Ho-Chi-Min
Trail, Baghdad, Chechnia, and other names
that live in infamy? Of course we do, for to
forget our history is to render ourselves vul-
nerable to a repetition of errors in judgment
that is very costly to our democracy. To for-
get our history is to relinquish our identity
as a people who are willing to sacrifice far
more than the high price of a gallon of gas to
serve our nation. But do we learn these
names to revel in our self-perceived suprem-
acy over other countries? I think not. We
learn, that we might be prophetic in our pa-
triotism, working through the obstacles
which confront us, while embracing the op-
portunities to be a people of vision who see
through eyes of red, white, and blue, a world
fulfilled in the memory of eternal peace.
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BILL TAYLOR IS ‘‘POSITIVELY
MILWAUKEE’’

HON. THOMAS M. BARRETT
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I
appreciate the opportunity to share with my
colleagues the admiration and respect that I
have for my constituent and friend Bill Taylor.

On Friday, June 29, 2001, Bill Taylor is retir-
ing from his position as a news anchorman
with WTMJ–TV. He will be missed. He has
been a genuine leader in our community, and
I’m honored to know him.

Bill’s broadcast career began when he
served in the U.S. Army in Saigon, Vietnam,
working for the Armed Forces Radio and Tele-
vision Network. He joined the WTMJ news
team in 1972 and is widely respected in his
field. He is the personification of dedication
and loyalty. In addition, his knowledge of Mil-
waukee and genuine love and concern for his
viewers is remarkable.

When providing expansive coverage of
breaking news, Bill always has closed his
broadcasts by asking his viewers to ‘‘Do
Something Positive Today.’’ His bright outlook
on life and contagious optimism inspired TMJ4
to feature him in a segment called ‘‘Positively
Milwaukee’’, where he focuses on people in
the Milwaukee area whose actions positively
impact the community. Bill has not only in-
spired others to follow his advice, but he has
also practiced what he preaches. He has been
a part of the TMJ4 newsroom for nearly 29
years and has had a profound impact on the
lives of the people of Milwaukee. Bill Taylor is
‘‘Positively Milwaukee.’’

Bill has won numerous Milwaukee Press
Club awards and American Bar Association
certificates. In addition, he received a regional
Emmy nomination for his work on WTMJ–TV.
He has set an extremely high standard for
those who will follow him in the years to come,
and he will be deeply missed both by his
peers and his viewers. Please join me in hon-
oring Bill Taylor for his enormous contributions
to Milwaukee and wishing him well in the fu-
ture.
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CONGRATULATING JANICE HAHN

ON HER SWEARING-IN AS COUN-
CILWOMAN IN THE CITY OF LOS
ANGELES

HON. JANE HARMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate my friend, Janice Hahn, who will
be sworn in this weekend as Councilwoman
representing the 15th District of the City of Los
Angeles. There are few public servants as well
suited as Janice to represent this diverse and
unique district, much of which just happens to
overlap with my own 36th District congres-
sional seat.

A life-long resident of Los Angeles, Janice
grew up in a family that honored and re-
spected the notion of public service. Her fa-
ther, the late Supervisor Kenneth Hahn,
brought new meaning to the office of County
Supervisor. He worked tirelessly for his con-
stituents, and bestowed this ethic to his
daughter, who will now represent many of the
same constituents as a member of the Los
Angeles City Council.

The same ethic was imbued in her brother
as well. LA City Attorney Jim Hahn, the incom-
ing mayor of the city of Los Angeles, will also
be sworn in this weekend and I also congratu-
late him.

Janice ran a race that emphasized her re-
sponsiveness to community concerns and her
professional experiences tell why. Janice
worked as Director of Community Outreach for
Western Waste Industries, Vice President for
Prudential Securities in Public Finance, and
Public Affairs region manager at Southern
California Edison. She also served as an
elected member of the Los Angeles City Char-
ter Commission and was the Democratic
nominee for Congress in 1998, when she
waged a hard-fought and honorable campaign
to succeed me in the 36th District.

Janice will serve in the outstanding tradition
of her father and will continue to make con-
tributions on behalf of her constituents and the
city of Los Angeles.

I am honored to join her family and friends
in wishing her well in her new elective office.

f

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE JOHN
FERRARO

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, today the Los
Angeles City Council Chamber will be dedi-
cated in the name of John Ferraro, a highly
respected and beloved City Council member
who died on April 17, 2001.

John made a name for himself long before
he joined the City Council in 1966. The young-
est of eight children, he won an athletic schol-
arship to the University of Southern California
where he played football for the USC Trojans.
He was an all-American tackle and played in
Rose Bowl games in 1944, 1945, and 1947.
He was named to the National Football Foun-
dation Hall of Fame in 1974, the USC Hall of
Fame in 1995, and the Rose Bowl Hall of

Fame in 1996. More recently, he was named
to the Best College Football Team of the Cen-
tury by the Los Angeles Times.

After earning a Bachelor of Science Degree
in Business Administration, John established a
successful insurance brokerage firm in Los
Angeles and became active in Democratic pol-
itics. In 1966 he was appointed to serve on
the Los Angeles City Council after Council
member Harold Henry died. He subsequently
won nine elections and was serving his thirty-
fifth year when he passed away. He served as
City Council President longer than anyone in
Los Angeles history.

John’s political skills were sharply honed
and he made important contributions to the
City of Los Angeles, including his crucial role
in bringing improvements of the Los Angeles
Zoo and drawing the 1984 Olympics and the
Democratic National Convention 2000 to Los
Angeles.

In addition to serving on the City Council,
John served as President of the League of
California Cities and Independent Cities Asso-
ciation, and he served on the boards of the
National League of Cities, the Museum of
Contemporary Art, the Autry Museum of West-
ern Heritage and the Hollywood-Wilshire
YMCA.

John’s dedication to public service brought
him numerous awards, including the Central
City Association’s 2000 Heart of the City
Award, the L.A. Headquarters Association
2000 Enduring Spirit of Los Angeles Award,
the USC General Alumni Association’s Asa V.
Call Achievement Award, the Los Angeles
Marathon’s 1996 Citizen of the Year Award,
the All City Employees Benefits Service Asso-
ciation 1995 Employee of the Year, and the
GTE State Forum Award for Community Serv-
ice.

John’s loss has been felt deeply by the resi-
dents of Los Angeles and the Council mem-
bers who were fortunate to serve with him. He
never grandstanded. He didn’t expect credit
for his accomplishments. He worked quietly
and effectively to achieve his goals. He was
very simply a decent man and skilled advo-
cate for the people of Los Angeles. The Dedi-
cation of the Council Chamber will help keep
his memory and the generous contributions he
made alive as a model for the future.
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THANKING LANCASTER UNITED
FOR LIFE

HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to rec-
ognize and congratulate Lancaster United for
Life. Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, which is
and always has been strongly pro-life, mobi-
lized quickly when an organization announced
that it intended to perform abortions there. Re-
cently, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court re-
fused to hear an appeal of a Commonwealth
Court decision upholding life in Lancaster
County. While the cause never ends, this is a
major victory for Lancaster County. I want to
thank and applaud all of those whose prayer-
ful and dedicated efforts led to this success.
Those whose lives will be saved will one day
thank them too.

ON THE DEATH OF PATRICK B.
HARRIS, FORMER STATE LEGIS-
LATOR AND CIVIC LEADER OF
ANDERSON, SOUTH CAROLINA

HON. LINDSEY O. GRAHAM
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I am saddened
to report to the House of Representatives the
death of Patrick B. Harris of Anderson, South
Carolina. He is survived by his wife of more
than 60 years, Elizabeth.

I had the distinct honor of serving with ‘Mr.
Pat’ in the South Carolina House of Rep-
resentatives where he served for more than
twenty years. It truly was an honor to serve
with him as he was a tireless advocate on be-
half of senior citizens and people with mental
illness.

Among his numerous accomplishments in
public office were the creation of a property-
tax homestead exemption for people older
than 65, creating a sales tax exemption on
prescription drugs for those age 50 and older,
making elder abuse a crime, and allowing
people age 65 and older to attend state col-
leges and universities tuition-free.

Born in Mount Carmel in 1911, Mr. Pat at-
tended Anderson Boys High School where he
played both football and baseball.

He began work when he left Presbyterian
College in Clinton, South Carolina to work in
a textile mill during the Great Depression. He
also owned and operated a local gas company
and for many years was involved in real es-
tate.

Mr. Pat was awarded numerous honors and
awards during his life including an honorary
Doctor of Laws degree from Erskine College
and the Order of the Palmetto from former
Governor Carroll Campbell.

With the passing of Pat Harris South Caro-
lina has lost an extraordinary statesman and
gentleman. I’m sure other Members of the
House join me in sending our condolences to
his family and loved ones.

f

ON THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA’S ROLE IN THE EXECU-
TION OF PRISONERS AND TRAF-
FICKING OF THEIR ORGANS

HON. FRANK R. WOLF
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I want to share
with you this statement presented before a
hearing at the House International Relations
Subcommittee for Human Rights and Inter-
national Operations on June 27, by Wang
Guoqi, a physician from the People’s Republic
of China. Mr. Wang was a skin and burn spe-
cialist at the Paramilitary Police Tianjin Gen-
eral Brigade Hospital. Mr. Wang writes that his
work ‘‘required me to remove skin and cor-
neas from the corpses of over one hundred
executed prisoners, and, on a couple of occa-
sions, victims of intentionally botched execu-
tions.’’

In a very graphic example, Mr. Wang de-
scribes how he harvested the skin off of a
man who was still living and breathing.
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